Phonics
At Holy Trinity we base our phonics on the government’s scheme Letters and Sounds
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachme
nt_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf
We have also adapted the Jolly Phonics programme https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/ to
teach letter sounds.
Other phonics resources are used to supplement teaching phonics such as Play Phonics
and letters and sounds https://www.letters-and-sounds.com/.
Phonics teaching is a synthetic method that focuses on the pronunciation or the pure
sounds rather than the name of the sound. Phonics is taught from Nursery onwards.
At Holy Trinity parents of Nursery and Reception children are invited to a meeting to
find out how they can support their child with phonics at home and school.
These are the different phases to the systematic teaching of phonics alongside a guide
to they are taught.

When learning phonics, children start with individual letter sounds; matching a letter to
a given sound and also making the correct sound when shown a letter.
Phoneme A phoneme is the sound we hear. The Jolly Phonics programme uses songs and
actions to help the child remember the sounds. These can be found on you tube Phase 2
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jolly+phonics+songs+42+uk++youtube+uk&adlt=s
trict&view=detail&mid=8903868891FD1AD6EA268903868891FD1AD6EA26&&FORM=V
RDGAR

Blending
Blending is when sounds merge together so the full word can be heard.
As children move into Phase 2 they begin to recognise the letter sounds in a written
word and blend them in order to produce the word, for example c-u-p says cup, m-a-n
says man. Children need this skill in order to read.
As children move into Phase 3, they will be introduced to diagraphs (2 letters making 1
sound) and trigraphs (3 letters making 1 sound). They need to identify digraphs such as
sh, ch, ai and trigraphs such as eg igh, air, ear, in order to blend and build words
accurately.

The books children bring home to read are chosen specifically to develop their blending
skills. The range and number of words within the books increase as children develop an
understanding of more diagraphs and trigraphs and are more proficient at blending.
Children can access a variety of books from a number of recognised schemes within
school which are linked the phonic stage that they are working within. This is
supplemented by the children accessing Bug Club at home. Reception children have their
own personal login details in their diary. They also have a phonics folder in their book
bag so parents / carers can work regularly with their child to reinforce letter
recognition at home.

The more children read, the more they build up their sight vocabulary, enabling them to
recognise words on sight rather than having to blend sounds and word build each time.
As a result, their reading becomes more fluent. Regular reading at home is essential to
consolidate skills and knowledge learnt in school. Little and often being the rule of
thumb. Ten minutes on a daily basis will significantly improve your child’s phonic
knowledge and enable them to become a fluent and confident reader.

We also teach the children ‘tricky’ words. These are words in which the letters cannot
be blended / segmented to form the word.

Reading
There are two parts to reading
-

recognise words, putting sound together

-

understanding what is happening - Comprehension

Reading starts when your child is a baby. Enjoy sharing books and reading to your child.
Sharing books with a child allows them to begin to feel the joy that comes from the
words and the pictures; it builds their interest. Also, let children see you with a book in
your hand, reading. This shows them that you value books and that you see reading as a
worthwhile thing to do. Lots of the weekly topics in school are based around books.
Children need to make sense of what is happening in the book and we encourage lots of
‘book talk’.

At Holy Trinity we work on these skills from Nursery to Year 6. These are some of the
questions we focus on in Early Years.

Segmenting
Segmenting is the opposite to blending. It is the ability to hear the individual sounds in
words. It is essential that children develop this skill as it enables them to spell. In
Nursery children are encouraged to identifying the individual sounds in a spoken word
(e.g. cat = c-a-t) and they progress to writing each letter for each sound - ‘cat’. We
often use ‘Robot Arms’ or ‘Sound Buttons’ to represent each individual sound.
Writing
The earliest form of writing is ‘Mark Making’. As a child begins to make marks they
need to develop their fine motor skills

Even before children can form letters we encourage them to become independent
writers.

These are some of the examples of writing from our Holy Trinity.

We teach cursive script from early Years onwards at Holy Trinity. There are many
reasons we expect children to be forming their letters in the pre-cursive style.
•

Letters are formed accurately from given starting points, making letter
formation flow more easily

•

Pupils do not need to learn a new handwriting when they begin to join all letters
further through school.

•

Research has proven that cursive script can support spelling because of the
efficient development of hand /eye coordination .

You can support your child’s early writing through encouraging them to use a variety of sizes of pens,
pencils, crayons, felt tips and paint brushes to mark make, draw, colour, follow patterns or practise
letter formation. To begin with some children may not have a ‘dominant hand’ so allow them to
explore mark making with both. As they become more proficient they will have a preference for
holding a pencil. When this happens we will encourage them, at school, to use an efficient ‘grip’ so
that that pencil control becomes more proficient as they begin to form letters accurately.

