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Dear Parents

HOMEWORK

At Holy Trinity, we believe that homework should be short, focused and achievable and should consolidate and support work that is being completed at school.
In order to assist parents to support children with their homework we have attached our school’s homework guidelines.  Please read them carefully to see what your child should be doing at each age range across the school.
All pupils in school will have a reading record book and a home record book.
Reading Record Book

All children have a reading for purpose book that they should take to and from school each day. There is no set limit regarding how much a child should read at home however, the national expectation is that all children should be able to read by the age of 6 and be able to read a wide range of texts with a strong degree of understanding, using high order inference and deduction skills by the age of 11. We would like our pupils to read to an adult every single day! However, we know that this is not always possible. As a thumb rule, 3 times per week is something that we would like to achieve. Children receive tokens in school to reward their reading at home which are entered into a half termly school prize draw. Inside reading record books, parents, pupils, teachers and teaching assistants have the opportunity to record the date, book and page number and to write a comment. This does not need to happen every single time that a child reads however, a healthy reading record book should include records from all involved on a regular basis, particularly for pupils in Reception, KS1 and lower KS2. As pupils move further up the school, greater emphasis will be placed on pupils being more independent and they will generally be expected to make records and comments of their own.

Reading for pleasure!

We would of course like to encourage pupils to read their own books. To support with this, school provide each child with a Reading for Pleasure book and 50 Recommended Reads for each year group R-Y6. Reading for pleasure is proven to have an impact on pupils’ overall academic attainment and on their personal development. If parents and pupils would like to record and comment on their own books that they are currently reading, we openly encourage this also.

Home School Record

All pupils across the school have a ‘Home School Record Book’. They should take this to and from school each day. Older pupils are expected to write in their books to record notices, events and homework. Younger pupils will have a summary sheet of their homework and the learning that they will be experiencing added to their books each week. We believe that using home school record books will help develop our pupils’ independent skills.  If parents need to make a comment of any kind, there is a space to do so in the home school record book. Younger children’s home school record books will be checked every day, however as pupils move up the school, books will be checked less frequently as children are encouraged to be more independent. We continue to encourage parents to have an open dialogue with school and to make an appointment with their child’s class teacher or speak with the class teaching assistant by telephoning school direct on 01429 855620. Teachers and teaching assistants will endeavour to respond to all calls before the end of the school day.   

Spelling homework

Spellings can be completed in the children’s homework book or by completing 10 games on Spelling Shed. The children will then be tested on these spellings the following week in school.

Maths homework

Maths homework will be set weekly, either on Maths Shed or TimesTables Rockstars. Teachers will set the required amount of games each week as an assignment. 

As parents ourselves, we fully appreciate the challenges of maintaining a healthy balance between work, family life, children’s out of school activities and homework.  

Thank you for your continued support 

Yours sincerely
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Mrs A E Baines

Headteacher
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Holy Trinity C of E Primary School

English and Mathematics Homework Guidelines

Homework is an essential part of learning at Holy Trinity C of E Primary School. The school aims to provide the opportunity for all pupils to consolidate and further develop their learning at home. It is understandable that parental views with regard to the amount of homework that a child is expected to complete differ. Therefore, the school would like pupils to spend short, focused amounts of time completing set homework tasks. If homework becomes onerous, parents are encouraged to open a dialogue with the child’s class teacher. 
Mathematics

Rapid recall and basic number facts are a really important part of children’s Mathematical development and are a vital part of the education that pupils at Holy Trinity C of E Primary School receive. To support this, homework for each year group is based on lessons taught that week or focussed on multiplication and division facts. Homework will be set on either Maths Shed or Timetables Rockstars each week.
What are Superhero Challenges?

Effective understanding and recall of times tables is the foundation of most of the maths children will do at primary school and the curriculum puts a massive emphasis on knowing them early. In order to help ensure this happens, beating superheroes seems a fantastic way to move forward! Accordingly, we will use the following certificate reward system:

Superhero Challenges focus on rapid recall, usage and application of times table skills. Children are challenged to defeat a superhero, who is assigned specific times tables, within a given time. At the end of each half term children are given a final Superhero Challenge in order to show off their knowledge in an application-based activity.

What do pupils need to learn?

· CAPTAIN MARVEL (subitise to 10)

· ANT MAN (recognise double and halves)

· SILVER SURFER (number bonds to 10 – by the end of Reception)

· CAPTAIN AMERICA (count forwards and backwards in steps of 1)

· MR FANTASTIC (count forwards and backwards to 50 – by the end of Year 1)
· INCREDIBLE HULK (count forwards and backwards in steps of 2, 5 and 10))
· BATMAN (multiply and divide by 2, 5 and 10 by the end of Year 2)

· HAWK-GIRL (multiply and divide by 4 and 8) 

· THOR (multiply and divide by 3 and 6 by the end of Year 3)

· BLACK WIDOW (multiply and divide by 7 and 9)
· BLACK PANTHER (multiply and divide by 11 and 12)

· SUPERMAN (multiply and divide up to 12 by the end of Year 4)

· CATWOMAN (multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000)
· IRONMAN (multiply 4 digits by 1 digit and 4 digits by 2 digits)
· SPIDERMAN (short division)

· WONDERWOMAN (add and subtract fractions with different denominators by the end of Year 5)
· MR INCREDIBLE (multiply and divide fractions by whole numbers and pairs of fractions)
· THE FLASH (BIDMAS)

· WOLVERINE (mixture of Year 5 and Year 6 questions as above – all superheroes are defeated!)
How can you help your child prepare?

· Parents can support their children with number facts in a variety of ways. Here are some ideas of how you can support your child at home:

· Ask random questions and aim to get a rapid response i.e. 3+2=⃝? Can you count forwards in tens to 100? What is 7²? What is 9 times 4? 

· Focus on the number facts that children find the most difficult! Often, we have a tendency to focus on facts that we already know and spend little time trying to remember the most difficult. For instance, the most difficult times tables are: 6x8, 6x9, 7x6, 7x7, 7x8, 7x9, 8x9.

· Test your child at home. Children like a challenge, so do a quick written test of 5 facts.

· Turn the card! Write number facts or times tables questions on paper or card. Children must turn over the card and answer the question in a given card. 

· Match! Create match cards where children must turn over cards to match a question to an answer by remembering its position (just like pairs). 

· Play games that can provoke discussion about number facts and times tables eg snakes and ladders, ludo, dominoes etc.

· Count! Counting using objects is essential for younger children’s mathematical development. Use dice, counters, buttons, toys, or anything that helps children to see maths! 

· Use Maths Shed and Timetables Rockstars use to practise the rapid recall of number facts.
English and other Curriculum Areas 

Writing

Talk Homework

Talk homework is to provoke thinking around a particular theme. For instance, pupils may be asked to prepare for a piece of writing by chatting to an adult about the topic that they are going to write about. Talk homework is intended to prepare pupils for the next stage in their learning or consolidate their understanding through talk. Talk homework will be shared verbally in class and acknowledged by the teacher.

Research Homework

Pupils may be asked to research particular topics using various sources of information outside of school. For instance, pupils may be asked to use the Internet or visit a local library to find out about something they are learning about in school. Research homework is intended to prepare pupils for the next stage in their learning, consolidate their understanding and develop their independent research skills. Research homework will be shared verbally in class and acknowledged by the teacher.

Task Homework

Pupils may occasionally be asked to complete a task that involves applying skills that they are learning in school. For instance, pupils may be asked to complete a worksheet that involves working through a series of questions. Task homework is intended to allow pupils to practise what they have been learning at home. Task homework will be marked by the teacher.
Reading

At Holy Trinity C of E Primary School, we actively promote reading for pleasure, therefore we believe it is essential that our children share and enjoy a variety of different texts both at school and at home. Therefore, each child is provided with books/online platforms (Accelerated Reader/Reading Plus) to read for both purpose and pleasure, which is specifically targeted to their needs. Alongside this they are given a Reading Record Book. As a guide the school would like pupils to read their book at least 3 times per week and for there to be a healthy dialogue between home and school to encourage and support pupils’ reading development. At the back of the Reading Record Book, there are a number of tips and questions for parents to use to support their children’s reading at home. 

Spelling

Spelling is an important life skill and we develop this within Holy Trinity by following the National Curriculum (2014) and its specific expectations for children within different year groups. As part of our whole school homework policy all year groups set weekly spellings based around specific spellings patterns/rules/groups. Pupils then need to learn their words for the following Monday when they will complete their test.  Spelling homework can be completed in the children’s yellow homework book or by completing 10 games on Spelling Shed. 
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