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Maths



White Rose Maths

Teaching for mastery

At White Rose we use a mastery approach to maths teaching. This is a research-

driven teaching and learning method that meets the goals of the National 

Curriculum.

What does it mean in practice? In summary, a mastery approach… 

Puts numbers first: The schemes have number at their heart, because we believe 

confidence with numbers is the first step to competency in the curriculum as a 

whole.

Puts depth before breadth: We reinforce knowledge again and again.

Encourages collaboration: children can progress through the schemes as a group, 

supporting each other as they learn.

Focuses on fluency, reasoning and problem solving: it gives children the skills 

they need to become competent mathematicians.



White Rose Maths – Long Term Plan



Fluency

https://whiterosemaths.com for further info. 

Mathematical fluency is the ability to quickly and 

accurately recall mathematical facts and concepts

https://whiterosemaths.com/


Reasoning and Problem solving

Reasoning in maths is the process of applying logical thinking to a 

situation to derive the correct problem solving strategy for a given 

question.



Superhero Timestable Challenges

Children complete these times table 

superhero tests at least once every half 

term. Children are awarded a certificate if 

they defeat that hero. Each child will work 

on the ‘superhero’ matched to their ability. 
They can only move onto a new superhero 

when they defeat the previous one. 



WHAT IS TIMES TABLES ROCK STARS?

Times Tables Rock Stars is an award-winning maths learning platform where 

children can practise their times tables like a rock star!

Their question-based games automatically adapt to each child’s unique learning 
needs, helping them to recall their times tables in record speed. Accessible on any 

device, via the app or browser, children can play anytime, anywhere.

Plus, the engaging gamification and motivating rewards mean it is never difficult to 

entice children to play. Result!

Follow for more information: https://youtu.be/k9EwnMqh7qs

https://youtu.be/k9EwnMqh7qs


Reading





Reading Year 2 Outcomes



Reading 
Long-term Plan





The children read the same book three times in a week. 

1. The first time we work on decoding (sounding out) the words. 

2. The second time we work on prosody which is reading with expression – making the book 

sound more interesting with our storyteller voice or ‘our David Attenborough voice’.
3. The third time we look at comprehension. 

We read the books three times at school because we want to develop the fluency. The more 

children see words, the more they begin to read them automatically without having to sound 
them out.





Reading at home



Celebrate child’s success at school, make 
time for reading at home!





Accelerated Reader 

Once your child has mastered the Phonics curriculum, 

they will be placed on a programme called Accelerated 

Reader. 

This programme will provide each child with a 

‘placement reading test’, often referred to as a Star 

Reading test. From this we gain great insight into their 

vocabulary, fluency, comprehension skills. This will then 

provide us with a specific reading zone which matches 

the School library. At this point, children have more 

independence to select books based on interest. 

Once they have read a full book they must get an iPad 

and complete the Star Reading test to check 

comprehension skills/understanding. They can then 

change their book and take it home to enjoy. Just as we 

do with other library books, we encourage fluency and 

regular reading to consolidate skills and raise 

confidence. 



Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling (GPS)



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS)

This year we have three sessions across the week where we focus on 

grammar, punctuation and spelling. This is a continuation from their 

phonics teaching in Year 1.

If your child did not pass their phonics screening check in Y1, they will 

continue to receive daily phonics intervention and be re-tested the 

week commencing 10th June 2024

All children will take part in the 30 min GPS sessions throughout the 

week. Sessions will cover a range of writing skills. 



GPS Long-term Plan



Spelling

Spelling Practice

 Session in school

 Yellow book

 Spelling Shed

 Tokens to motivate! 

Weekly Spelling Test

Spelling tests take place on a Monday morning. They are marked 

that day and scores recorded in their practice book. If you would 

like to know specifically which words were incorrect, just let us 

know. They will take their new words home on a Tuesday 

alongside homework. 





Writing Year 2 Outcomes



Writing in Year 2

End of year – working towards



Writing in Year 2
End of year (Age Related)



Writing in Year 2

End of year 

(Greater 

Depth)



Handwriting and Presentation

In Year 2 it is expected that most pupils with secure letter formation should be 
encouraged to write in the fully cursive style.

In some cases it can help to improve spelling. When a word “just feels right”, or like 
us adults we write a word down to check it. 

If your child is struggling with letter formations, it is essential they master the correct 
formations before attempting joins.

There is a strand in our assessment 

which takes into account 

handwriting and presentation….

Handwriting

1. I can form letters of the correct size in relation to 

one other. 

2. I can use some of the strokes needed to join 

letters.

3. I can leave spaces between words.

At greater depth to use all the above for most of my 

writing



Speech and Tense
Please listen carefully to their speech and gently 

correct/re-model any tense issues or any mispronounced 

words. Lots of these errors are often carried into their 

writing and can be difficult to re-teach.

“I gived her a 
pencil.”

“Yesterday 
night, I went 

to…”

“I runned as quick 
as I could…”

“I hath to tidy 
my room!”“I’m going wif

my sister.”

“Dis apple is 
lovely!”



KS1 SATs will become optional from September 2023. 

At the end of Year 2, children may take SATs in:

 Reading (Paper 1 and paper 2).

 English grammar, punctuation and spelling, or GPS 

 Maths (Arithmetic & Reasoning)

We are currently awaiting confirmation from the Academy as to whether the SATS tests will 

be the ones we use for our end of year assessments. Should the decision be made to go 

ahead and use them, the information gathered will inform teacher assessment and NOT be 

reported to the STA. 

We will update you nearer the time as to which end of year assessments the children sit. 





 Independence – ensure it is the child that completes recordings and 

drawings. We LOVE seeing their work! If they are struggling, please let 

us know. 

 Be positive – not always easy we know, but we want home tasks to be 

a positive experience for adults, as well as children. Praise their efforts. 

 Spellings – reinforcing spelling patterns, handwriting and sentence 

work.

 Spellings may be practised in their yellow book and/or on Spelling 

Shed (10 games at least).  Please ensure your child uses a pencil and 

focuses on formations in their book. 

 Tested Monday and given new spellings Tuesday. Their test scores are 

recorded in the back of their practice book. 

 Homework tasks are also given Tuesday and are to be returned by the 

following Monday

 Tables - Practise number sequences, x 2, x5 and x10. Then x3 and x4. 

Number bonds practise is a great way to support your child with their 

maths work. 





Class emails – Please could any urgent messages be sent to the office 

between the hours of 8:30 and 3:00pm as we don’t regularly check 
class emails during the day.

Safeguarding – If you know a different adult is collecting your child 

afterschool, please let us know a name and relationship to your child 

either in the diary or by contacting the office. The person collecting 

must be over the age of 16 years old. 

Class Twitter - @HolyTrinity_yr2 Please follow us on Twitter for 

important news and updates from class. We share celebration news 

too! If you have any queries, please email or contact the office rather 

than tweet. 




